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Tur Bhdrat Sangskdrak, of the 25th December, makes the following 
observations in an article headed the “Northern Bengal State Railway.” 
The needless and extravagant expenditure incurred by the exchequer, ever 
since the commencement of this line, is not unknown to the authorities ; 
and it is, therefore, a matter of wonder that nothing has yet been done to 
check it. As the work is now almost completed, it is to be hoped that 
a competent engineer will be appointed to see if it has been properly 
executed. The fact is, however, well known that public money has been 
recklessly expended in its construction, and that the officers entrusted 
with the work are all incompetent men. A searching enquiry should be 
made into the whole matter. 


2. According to the same paper, Government should, on the occasion 
of the Imperial Assemblage, release from prison the old Wahabee convict, Amir 
Khan, and Ram Singh, the Chief of the Kuka sect. The case of prisoners 
confined for debt should also be favourably considered. | 


3. The same paper condemns the hasty manner in which the Dramatic 
Performances Bill has been passed, in utter disregard of the very reasonable 
representations made by the British Indian Association on the subject. As 
it is, no provision has been made, whereby the merits or demerits of a play 
may be accurately ascertained. It would be well if Government were to 
appoint a committee for this purpose. 


4. In an article on the Rent Law, the same paper writes as follows :— 
Agrarian disputes would be considerably diminished in number, if Govern- 
ment were to impress upon landlords the necessity of making settlements 
for a longer period than at present; subject, of course, to the proviso that 
the period of lease should be considered as having expired, if the value of 
the produce should in the meantime rise considerably. Provision should 
also he made against the harassing of tenants by landlords, by means of 


needless litigation, while keeping in view the rights and interests of both. - 


We confess it is a difficult task to enact a rent law which will be just to 
all parties, and satisfy the requirements of the case. But considerable aid 
will be obtained in this respect, by attending to all existing previous Acts on 


the subject, and to the reasons which necessitated the successive enactment 
of those laws. 


5. he Sambdd Bhaskar, of the 25th December, points out to his 
countrymen the need of agitating on the subject of the representation 
of India in the British Parliament, and considers the present as the most 
opportune time to do so. The task may not after all be so hopeless as 
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it seems, with a Conservative ministry in power, and in view of the impor- 
tance attained for India by Her Majesty’s assumption of the Imperial title. 


6. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 27th December, in an article on the 
assumption of the Imperial title by the Queen, makes the same remarks as 
those noticed in paragraph 29 of our Report for the 28rd December 1876. 


7. Adverting to the objection raised by the zemindars to Sir Richard 
Temple’s proposal to vest all tenants with occupancy rights, provided they 
can prove occupancy for a period of twelve years, the Amrita Bazar Patrika, 
of the 28th December, does not see the force of this protest. Considering 
that the present class of landlords was actually created by Government, at 
the period of the permanent settlement, for the purpose of securing the 
improvement of land, it is not clear why it should not, for the same purpose, 
exercise its power to confer an important privilege on the tenants. Nor 
does the proposed concession materially affect the interests of the zemindars ; 
it merely protects the tenants from being ousted from their holdings, and 
secures them a lower rate of rent than that of non-occupancy ryots. The 
fixing of the rent-rate of the occupancy tenant at 25 per cent. less than 
that of the non-occupancy ryot, is just and reasonable. 


8, The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 28th December, urges on Government 
the duty of appointing competent and educated natives to superior appoint- . 
ments in the public service ; and points out, at great length, the injuriousness 
of the policy pursued at present. 


9. In an article headed “ The Education Department,” the same paper 
makes the following suggestions:—The authorities should pay increased 
attention to the Entrance Examination of the University, this being the 
connecting link between primary and higher education. The old system, 
under which standards were laid down in every subject, was abandoned in 
respect of the English language, on the ground of its fostering ‘‘ cram” 
among the students; but the results of this change have not been encourg- 
ing; as, failing prescribed text-books in literature, they have taken to learn- | 
ing by heart some of the treatises on grammar, the study of which alone can 
never be useful. A larger number of marks should, therefore, be allotted 
to composition, translation, and history, and the attention of teachers directed 
to these subjects. It is also desirable that, while laying down a standard for 
the Entrance Examination, the students successful in passing it should not 
be required to study the large number of subjects which are now prescribed 
for the subsequent examinations; but be allowed to choose that for which 
they may shew an aptitude, this being certified by the teacher. The 
suggestion, if curried out, will be highly beneficial. Another point, to which 
it is necessary to advert here, is the desirability of teaching the English 
language to the pupils of the minor schools up to a higher standard than at 
present. ‘The number of subjects taught in the vernacular may also be 
reduced with advantage. We do not see the need of requiring the pupils to 
learn botany for the Minor Scholarship Examination. It would be well if 
English were taught, in some measure, in the vernacular schools. This 
would be a great advantage to those boys who might subsequently study in an 
English school, as also to those who would enter the Campbell Medical 
School. As to the pathshalas, increased attention should be paid to giving 
the pupils lessons in zemindari and mahajani accounts, and other matters which 
concern them more closely than anything else. The last suggestion is that 
the results of the Vernaculur and Minor Scholarship examinations, and the 


subjects of study, should be published with punctuality. An extreme laxity 
prevails in this respect at present. 
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10. We make the following extract from an article in the same paper: 


. Baarat Mier, 


on the significance of the Durbar at Delhi:—We are, indeed, gratified to. December 28th, 1876. 


ink that, by assuming the Imperial title, Her Majesty has shewn an 
Sane’ and Penn yen in India and her people. But if, after January 
1877, we have again to, behold the spectacle of a Fuller beating a native to 
death ; the salt tears of a Nayantara for the loss of her son, adding to the 
bitterness of the already salt-water of Chittagong; of innocent people, like 
the well-meaning Raj Chandra, suffering the rigors of a prison, while the 
whole batch of Clays, Kirkwoods and Veaseys are merrily smoking their 
cigars in comfortable two-storied houses ; if the sizht presents itself to us of 
Bengalis, educated as well as uneducated, crying for food, and shivering in 
the cold for want of clothing, at the same time that the highly-paid English 
official is reposing on his luxurious sofa, we say it will be too much for our 
patience, and the new title will be a sad misnomer. 


11. The same paper, after praising the noble motives which have 
actuated Government in establishing the institution of a Court of Wards, 
regrets to notice the unsatisfactory and altogether worthless character of the 
education imparted to the minors, which proves of no use to them in after 
years, when they are called on to administer their own affairs. The editor 
also points out the error of Government in prohibiting any accumulation of 
surplus funds in Wards’ estates while under Government management. It 
is indeed a strange notion that the existence of any such funds will be 
‘injurious to the wards on attaining their majority. Hven if the extravagant 
expenditure in which some of them indulge be due to this cause, the evil is 
really one which is occasioned rather by the imperfect education of the 
minors, than by the accumulation of the funds which suddenly comes into 
their possession. In making such an order, Government also seems to over- 
iook the necessity, which native zemindars are put to, of incurring frequent 


and many large expenses in order to be able to maintain their position and 
prestige. 


12. In an article headed the ‘‘ Nawab Nazim’s Debts,” the Moorshed- 
abad Patrikd, of the 29th December, remarks that the results of the Com- 
mission, appointed to investigate into the subject, have not given satisfaction to 
any of the parties. The claims of native creditors have been but partially 
admitted ; while those of Europeans, not more valid, have been ordered to be 


paid in full. Throughout the matter, the Nawab Nazim has been treated most 
unjustly and ungratefully. 


13. The Hindu Hitorshint, of the 380th December, complains that, 
owing to the reckless and arbitrary manner in which auctions are held in 
execution of decrees of civil courts by the officers entrusted with this 
duty, both debtor and creditor are subjected to considerable loss. Propert 


valued at Rs. 50 is thus sometimes sold for Rs. 5. The subject should 
receive the attention of the authorities. 


14. The same paper, while noticing the energetic efforts made by the 
Magistrate of Backergunge for the relief of the sufferers from the storm- 
wave in Kastern Bengal, condemns the action of Sir Richard Temple in this 
matter. He has not listened to the petitions of the suffering inhabitants for 
a remission of a year’s rent, and has hardly done them any good. His visit 
to Noakholly would have been made, even if there were no such calamity. 
We do not quite understand, says the editor, how the Soma Prakdsh, could 
praise Sir Richard Temple in this connection, and ask the people to give 
him a testimonial in the form of an Address. The latter, however, is not 
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equally surprising, considering that even Sir Cecil Beadon, who was (?) a 
truer friend of Bengal than Sir Richard Temple, received a similar honor. 
But what was an error of judgment in Sir Cecil Beadon’s case, has been the 
deliberate action of the present Lieutenant-Governor ; and we do not know if 
the latter is worthier of public recognition than the former. 


SADHARASI, 15. The Sédhdrant, of the 3lst December, remarks—We do not 
December 81st 1878. now with what object a Durbar at Delhi was at all planned. If it has - 
"heen intended as a means of dishonoring the Native Princes, it will not 

make us happy. But if it be made the occasion of really benefiting India, 
the present foreign rule will be indeed a thing to be admired. 


Howzan Hrraxanr, 16. Dwelling on the subject of the Russian advance in Central Asia, 

December 81st, 1876. the Howrah Hitakart, of the 3lst December, attaches great importance to 

Cirenlation about 8°. the Viceroy’s tour in the frontier provinces of India; and seeks to impress 
on Government the need of keeping up an efficient army, and conciliating 
the Native Princes by the settlement of all disputes with them. 


Soma Praxass, 17. A correspondent of the Soma Prakdsh, of the Ist January, 

January 1st, 1877. directs the attention of the Sanitary Commissioner to the unhealthiness 
produced by the use of adulterated milk, which is now generally sold to the 
public. Government should enact a special law for the punishment of 
offenders of this class. 


Soma PRakasn. 18. Ina letter to the same paper, purporting to have been written by 
the inhabitants of Baharkuli, Hariharpur, Badla, and a number of villages 
situated at a short distance from the railway station at Pandua, in the 
Burdwan district, the writers complain of the want of roads between 
these places‘and the station, and of their sufferings in consequence. They 
are obliged to traverse extensive fields on a few narrow foot-paths, which are 
slippery and infested with snakes. T'wo small rivers intervene, and the bunds 
constructed across them by fishermen afford the only means of crossing, 
though these are extremely dangerous. Now that the road cess is imposed 


on them, Government is asked to have a road constructed from the proceeds 
of the cess in these localities. 


SULaBHA SAMACHAR, 19. Her Majesty having assumed the title of “ Empress of India,” the 
Psat a, Sulabha Samachar, of the 2nd January, solicits the redress of the following 
~~” grievatices :—(]) The present invidious distinction made between Native and 
Kuropean officers of Government regarding promotion, and the rewards 
of merit. The latter enjoy all the favour. (2) The partiality which is believed 
to be manifested by the courts towards Europeans, in any suit between them 
and natives. (3) The rudeness and insolence shewn even by common 
Europeans towards natives. (4) The air of insincerity in the administration 
of public affairs. The people have an impression that the British Govern- 
ment labor under two great defects—self-seeking, and a partiality towards 
Kuropeans. This cannot be too soon removed. 


‘Samacman 20. The Samdchar Chandrika, of the 4th J anuary, asks that India 


a te be represented in the British Parliament, and that natives be more 
extensively employed in the superior offices under Government. 


JaM-J AHAN-NUMA. 


bid apediages 21. The Jam-Jéhin-Numda offers its best thanks to Lord Lytton 
Cirenlation about 250, 200 his staff for the great courtesy and attention shewn to the editors of 

newspapers at the Durbar; and prays that the Sovereign Ruler of India, and 
the country under her dominion, be blessed with the richest of blessings. 


“2. This paper draws the attention of its readers to the preaching of 
a person, formerly an officer in the Russian army at St. Petersburgh, to the 


JamM-JaAPBan-NcMA. 
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effect that he has been inspired to advise Russia to go to war with Turkey, 
when the former will prove victorious. The editor, after repeating the 
usual malediction, says “that the Czar of Russia is quite taken up with this 


man’s preaching, and is accordingly making preparations for war on the 


pretext of protecting Servia and Montenegro.” The editor, then goes on to 


counsel the Queen of England and Hindoostan not to be deceived into 


trusting Russia; but, on the contrary, to be always on the alert and guarded, 
because the falsehood and deceit of Russia are already well known in 
different parts of the world. Although the English have nothing to fear, 
they had better be on their guard against the policy of Russia, — 


93. The Urdu Guide gives a literal translation of a telegram, published 
in The Statesman of the 23rd December, with reference to the preaching of 
a jehdd by the Akhoond of Swat; and remarks that the words used by the 
Akhoond are, in his opinion, intended to apply, not to Christians in general, 
but only to that portion which is at present acting against Turkey, more 
especially Russia. ) 

24. This paper, in noticing the formation of a very influential and 
respectable committee in England, to aid the suffering sick and wounded 
of Turkey, remarks that, whilst those of another nation and religion have 
bestirred themselves for so good a purpose, the Mussulmans, in some parts 
of this country, have not aroused themselves from their sleep of utter neglect 
and carelessness ; and the editor expects them now to awake after the perusal 
of the above intelligence, which is calculated not only to create shame in 


them for their past neglect, but likewise to produce sympathy and fellow- 
feeling for tne cause of their co-religionists. 


25. The Qdasid, in a leading article, takes its countrymen to task for 
their general slothfulness, but more especially with regard to their never 
attending meetings, or their duties at proper times, delaying an hour or more 
after the time appointed. This the editor says tends to make the sdhibs form a 
low estimation of the natives. He further reminds them of the fact that 


Napoleon lost the battle of Waterloo in consequence of his troops being a 
few minutes late. 
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List of Native Newspapers received and examined for the Week ending 
the 6th January 1877. 


Place of publication. 


Monthly, weekly, 
or otherwise. 
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“ Bharat Shramjfbi” ‘ns 
“ Rungpore Dik Prakash”. 

“ Bharat Sangskarak ” 

‘“ Sambid Bhaskar ” 

“ Hindu Ranjik§” 

“ Bharat Mihir’”’ ee 
‘‘ Amrita Bazar Patriké”’ ... 
“ Education Gazette ”’ 

‘** Samaj Darpan”’ ee 
. Moorshedabad Patrika ”’. 

“ Moorshedabad Pratinidhi ” 
‘6 Pratikar ”’ ‘iis 
“ Hindu Hitoishini’’ 

*“ Howrah Hitakari ”’ 

‘“*‘ Sadharani ”’ 

‘© Soma Prakash ”’ 


Barahanagar 
Kakinié, Rungpore 
Calcutta 
Ditto 
Bauleah, Rajshahye 
Mymensingh 
Calcutta 
Hooghly 
Calcutta 
Berhampore 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Dacca 
Bethar, Howrah 
Chinsurah 
Bhowanipore 


Monthly 
Weekly 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ashwin, 1283 B.S. .- 
21st December 1876. 


25th 


ditto. 


20th Dec. 1876 & 1st January 1877, 


27th December 1876. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


28th 
28th 
29th 
29th 
29th 
29th 
29th 
30th 
3lst 
31st 


Ist January 1877. 


ditto, 


“‘ Sulabha Samachar ”’ ... | Calcutta sei ... | Ditto 
“Samachar Chandriki” ...| Ditto es ... | Daily 
“ Sambad Pirnachandrodaya | Ditto iin ... | Ditto 
‘¢ Jam-Jahan-numa ”’ ea 
Persian) Ditte + ... | Weekly 
“ Urdu Guide ”’ (in Urdu)... Ditto ax ... | Ditto 
“ Qasid” (in Urdu) .. | Patna ee ... | Ditto 


2nd _ ditto. 


27th Dec. 1876 to 4th January 1877, 
3rd and 4th January 1877, 


29th Dec. 1876 & 5th January 1877. 
30th December 1876. 
1st January 1877. 
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